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JOHN vi. n. 

GATHER. UP THE FRAGMENTS THAT REMAIN; 
THAT NOTHING BE tOST. 


H E who is the Giver of all Good, who 
openetb bis band , and jilletb all things 
living with pleat eoufnefs, can never approve 
of wafte ; for it implies a difregard of his 
bounty, a forgctfulnefs of our daily de- 
pendance and numerous obligations to 
Him. . 

The Lord in the days of his flefti fed five 
thoufand with five barley loaves and . two 
fmall fifties. He pronounced the bleffing.and 
his blefling produced abundance. In his 
divine hands the loaves and fifties multi- 
plied. The great empany partook of the 
fruits of immediate creation. ( There was 
bread enough and to fpare, and yet the 
divine Giver adds. Gather up the fragments 
that remain, that nothing fye loft. 
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This command is always important, but 
it may be more neceflary at fome periods, 
particularly when we are threatened with 
fcarcity. Then the duty is urgent ; gather 
up the fragments that remain. Hu (band 
them to the beft advantage. Deal them 
out fparingiy, that they may lad the longer 
time. Here true policy and true religion 
go hand in hand. The love of our coun- 
try, and the regard to Goo and man fugged 
the fame line of conduit in fuch emergen- 
cies, quietly to acquiefce under the afflictive 
difpenfation, and to leflen the calamity by 
all the means in our power. 

He who giveth, fikewife wlthholdeth. 
Tbe times and t be feafons t the winds and the 
tains, are in. His bands. Man may exert his 
ut moil powers, and yet not fecure himfelf 
from want. He has no creative powers. 
He may till the ground, and fow the feed ; 
he mult wait for the early and latter rain ; 
but all his labour will be in vain, all his 
hopes peri(h, unleft Got) giveth the inert afe. 

Scarcity, then, is an afflictive difpenfa- 
tion of Goo, lent to humble the pride, to 
cure the luxury, or to point out the danger 
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ctf Individuals or nations. It is a feVere 
but kind difciplint, calculated to correct, 
to punifh and amend : to roufe them to the 
fenfe of their duty, and the acknowledgment 
of their dependance : therefore to repine 
againft, to refill fuch difpenfations, is really 
to quarrel with Providence, and to fight 
-againft Goo. Difcontent increafcs the evils 
. under which we fuffer, whitft it deprives 
us of the means of making them lefs. lit 
vain do the potjberds of ibe earth Jlrive with 
■their Maker. Are wc ltronger than Hct 
But by meek fubmifiion, by feeing the rod, 
and who has appointed, we learn to bear k 
as Chriltians, and to derive fpiritual bene- 
fits from temporal calamities. 

Let us then confider, particularly at this 
time, the great fin of Waftefulnefs, and the 
various ways in which it is prattifed. 

Wafte proceeds from ignorance, ingrati- 
tude and unthankfulnefs, from luxury, and 
want of compalfion. Man could not wafte 
the bounties of Heaven, if he confidered 
his obligations to God, or the various wants 
and neccffities of. his fellow creatures. He 
irho waftes, forgets that he is a dependent 
a 3 and 
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and accountable fervant, and feems only 
willing to live for himfelf, to pamper his 
appetite, to indulge his eafe, and to think 
no more of others. 

■ The more we indulge, the more indul- 
gencewe require : he who fares fumptuoufly 
every day, will be but ill able to relinquifh 
his needlefs abundance, and to enjoy the 
comfort of plainer food. 

Nature is foon fatisfied ; the real pur- 
pofes of health, ftrength and activity do not 
require much. He, then, who eats more 
than is requiihe for thefe purpofes, is guilty 
of wafte. He heedlefsly confumes what 
does himfelf no good, and what many really 
want. The table of luxury, and the coftly 
variety of unneceflary food, is a ftrong 
temptation to exceed the bounds of rational 
temperance. By being habitually reple- 
niihed, the fprings of life are impeded, the 
feedrof difeafes are nourifhcd, the humours 
become grofs :• man enjoys himfelf lefs, and 
is lefs ufeful in the world. 

The purpofes of our well being are bed 
anfwered by plain and Ample food [a] : 
they, then, are guilty of wafte who refine 
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on the arts- of luxury, and who dettroymuch 
wholefome meat by reducing it to a very 
final! compafs to pleafe their vitiated palate, 
and to inttigate their languid appetite. 

The rites of hofpitalky and fociety will 
always require a due attention to our friends ; 
yet in times of fcarcity there can be no ex- 
cufefor providing aneedlefs abundance; a 
fuperfluity of diet,, a. rich variety of dain- 
ties, become a wade. All fecond courfes 
partake fo much, of luxury, parade and in- 
dulgence, that they are never neceflary, and 
at fuch times ought to be omitted. When 
Servants obferve an unneceflary profufion at 
your table, it is a great temptation to them 
to confume more than is requifite. You 
cannot expert that they Ihould be careful, 
where you are extravagant. It would be 
well, where the matters are rationally fru- 
gal, if the fcrvants. would follow their ex- 
ample. 

In. times of general or particular fcarcity, 
it is neceflary to omit fome articles of food 
which may neither be luxurious or extrava- 
gant in themfelves, but which would con- 
fume too much of the article molt wanted.; 
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in which cafe, it is wife and patriotic to re- 
train where we can; and to be moderate 
and very temperate, where we cannot alto- 
gether reftrain. -This, indeed, may be the 
more difficult in the cafe of plain and com- 
mon food which has been in very general 
life, but neceflity abfolutely demands it: 
wifdom and piety will eaiily make the facri- 
fice, which habit foon reconciles, and con- 
fcience will approve. 

Domedic animals require a proper fup- 
port, yet care mud be taken that in feeding 
them we do not diminilh or wade that food 
which would fupport our fellow creatures ; 
if fo, we are guilty of wade in giving to 
the brute bead what might be judly de- 
manded for the comfort or the wants of 
mankind [b]. 

All who have it in their power, (hould 
endeavour to prevent wade. The inatten- 
tion of fome heads of* families does much 
tnifehief. Servants are left too much to 
themfelves : abufes creep in by degrees : 
when they are firmly edablifhed, they can 
hardly be removed. No one fhould be 
above looking into their own affairs ; for if 

they 
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they are bound to prevent waftefblnefs them* 
fcjres, they are alfb bound to prevent it in 
others to the belt of their power. A regu- 
lar fuperintendance over domcltic aeconomy, 
and an attention to clean! inefs in every de- 
partment, will be found the belt means to 
prevent incrcaling walte, and to correct it 
where it is introduced. 

* Servants, as men and as Chriftians, ate 
not only generally concerned in the above 
remarks, but there are fome particulars more- 
immediately applicable to them. 

They fiiould haVe the fame care of their 
matter's property as they would have of 
their own s they mult do as they would be 
done unto. In them all luxury, excefs and 
walte is a fpecies of difhonefty, a fort of 
daily robbery. They may eafiiy learn what 
the family they live with is pleafed to allow, 
and all that they aflume beyond this is cer- 
tainly wrong. The fituation, the age, the 
fortune and family of their inafters and 
miftreffes may debar the fervantt of fome 
indulgencies which others enjoy, may pru- 
dently deprive them of company, or allow 
them to give but little provifion away. It 
a 5 is 
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is your duty in thefe particulars ftri&ly to 
conform. It is but a poor plea for charity, 
very falfely fo called, which is to be exerted 
by an ad of difobcdience. Beggars may be 
fed, or your acquaintance indulged ; yew 
may be flattered as generous, but at the 
expencc of your matter's property, and the 
rifque of his difpleafure. 

In vain do you urge that “ he is rich, that 
“ he can well afford it, or that he will never - 
“ find it out." It may be fo ; but conceal- 
ment implies criminality: he alone is the 
beft judge of what he can really afford. You . 
cannot know his income, and what are the 
various claims, if not the juft demands 
upon him from relations, friends, and cha- 
rities. You have no right to be the almoner 
of his benevolence, unlefs he has commif- 
• iioned you fo to do. Under the poor fem- 
blance of a virtue, you are doing what is 
wrong ; you are indulging a thoughtlefs 
excels, a prodigal watte. You feed indo- 
lence, and call it charity ; you pamper 
luxury, and call it friendlhip. 

Every vice brings its own puniftiment 
with it. Every ftep in fin is a ftep in for- 

JOW. 
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todr. . He who waftes mull probably be re- 
duced to wane ; when calamity is come upon 
him as an armed man, when he begins to 
be in want, bow bitterly will he lament the. 
days of his prosperity, how feverely will he 
feel the confequences of his folly; what 
would he then give for thole meals which, 
he has eaten in wade, for thofe provifions 
which were confumed only to indulge his> 
appetite, and to deprave his nature. The- 
more luxurioufly we live, the lefs (hall we. 
be able to druggie with misfortunes, to en- 
dure bardjhifs as good Joldiers of Jefiss Cbrift. 
Indulgence enervates both body and foul ; 
and when this is>the cafe, affliction falls on 
us with. a double weight; 

The conduCt which may be abfolutcly. 
geceflary at one time, is a matter of indif- 
ference or of choice at another. In gene— 
ral, kindnefs will prompt us to diftributc 
bread in abundance ; but. the fame kind- 
nefs, guided by wifdom, will now direCt 
us to be Sparing of it, and to deal it out to 
the belt advantage; At the fame time.tho 
current of our ‘bounty will not flop; we 
fhall feel for fhe hardfltips of the labouring 
; . a 6 pooi - . 
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poor, and be happy in fupplying them with 
various- fubftitutes inftead of bread. 

To prevent mifchief is the higheft wif- 
dom to man, is the' belt ufe of his rational 
powers ; nay, fome animals fccm to have a 
fort of wife forethought, and make provi- 
iion againft the time to come. 

You have heard from the Hrft authority 
that there is a fcarcity of bread-corn [VJ ; 
if, then, means are not ufed to reduce the 
confumption of it confiderably before we 
can gather the fruits of the earth in the next 
harveft, this fcarcity may produce a famine 
of bread, and a famine of bread muff en- 
hance all the necefiaries of life; the cry 
then will be, ** Who would have thought it, 
and I wifh I had retrenched in time.” A 
wife and good man will do that from choice, 
which another may be compelled to do 
from necefltty ; he will be thankful for what 
he has, rather than repine at what he has 
given up|>]. 

If we refofe to follow the example, or to 
comply with the recommendation of our 
fuperiors in this time of need, it will abun- 
dantly prove that we have loft all fenfe of 
, virtue 
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vrrtbc by the love of fenfuality ; all care of 
the future in the indulgence of the prefent 
moment ; all love of your country, by in- 
creating it's calamity and danger j all true 
charity for man, by not eating his affiidtioiv 
when you have it in your power ; all regard 
to your God and Saviour, by wantonly aug- 
menting his providential, difpenfation. 

If by a continuance of inclement fea- 
fons ; if by a thoaghtlefs excefs and prac- 
tical epicuritin, which fays, *' Let me feaft 
“ to-day, if 1 ftarve to-morrow : I will not 
K reft rain more than others : I will indulge it* 
“ white bread, and fine wheaten bread while 
V it is to be procured.*'— If inftead of being 
humbled and amended by the divine judg- 
ment, webecomeindifterent.hard-hearted and 
head-ftrong, then it is more than probable, 
that our calamity may be rfUmg amtimumce, tho 
karcity may be converted into famine. 

Shall I dwell on the mifery of fuch a 
fituation only to inlligate yon to ufc all the 
means in your power to prevent it ? When 
a famine is Jbre in the land, then high and 
low, the prince and the pealant fuffer toge- 
ther. Riches are no defence* mtak. is no 
9 protec- 
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prote&iom The ftrength of a- kingdom be^ 
comes it’s burden. The i means of focialt 
comforts only open? fo many new avenues- 
of di ft refs to the feeling mind. Man’s wants- 
arc daily ; and the fcanty fupply.ofbad pro-- 
vifions fcarce a'nfwer the demands of nature* 
Hofpitality and cheerfuliieis are banifhed; 
from the table : the hand. 'of charity is ftopt,; 
while the neceflities of. the poor, the aged 
and the afflicted rapidly incneafe. Hunger 
roufes and iharpeps the angry palHoos. Such 
periods Have been; always . marked' by the 
additional calamity of robbers, formidable 
from their numbers and their cruelty. 

At this time in particular we (hould have 
more to apprehend : the defperately fac- 
tious and ambitious would' take advantage, 
pf the national diftrefs, would encourage 
the general ill humour-, and attempt to call, 
all. the blame on government [eJ, 

• Hear how the Prophet bewails fuch an 
affliction. The precious Jons of Zmv, compa- 
rable to fine gold, bow. are -they ejleemed as, 
earthen pitchers, the work, of the hands of the 
potter. Even the Jea-monJlers draw out the 
brtajl , they give fuck to their young, ones, but the. 
daughter 
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daughter of my people is become like the ofiricb be*\ 
the wildernefs. The tongue of the fucking child' 
tleavetb to the roof of his mouth for tbirjl ; the-, 
young children ajk bread, and no man breaketb if 
unto them: the children. and the fucklings fwaon- 
in the gates of the city. They fay, to their mo- 
thers, where is com. and. wine when they.' 
Jwooned as thtwounded in the Jlreets of the. city „ 
when their foul was poured out into their mo- 
ther's bofbm. They- float did feed delicately- are* 
defolate, they that were brought up.,- in fcarlet- 
embrace dunghills.. They that be flain with the ■ 
fword, are better than, they that be flain with- 
hunger, for tbefe pine away, being flricken through ■ 
for want of the fruit of the field. Peftilence: 
follows after, and' affii&a the remainder 
whom famine has fpared. 

Thefe ate the fore judgments of the Al- 
mighty on guilty nations; thefe are the 
natural confequences of luxury and tranf— 
grcflions. Power belongeth. untO' God. 
l/i his hands the weakcft inftruments be- 
come formidable. He calleth for the blaft>. 
the mildew/ the caterpillar and the fly, and 
they obey Him. A fruitful land maketb Ho, 
barren for the wickednefs of, them that dwell 
therein. 
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therein. When God ftrikcs, man mud feci i 
and if he has a true regard for himfclf, will 
repent and amend. 

May then the defolatkms of famine and 
peftilence never vifit us: may we be pre- 
served in peace, and again be blefled with 
plenty : if we have feen the gathering ftorm, 
and the rod uplifted, let us turn unto God, 
while yet it is the acceptable time. Let us 
beware how we provoke Him, left He 
Ihoukl take azcay the whole faff of bread, 
and make us fish with famine , and then leave 
us in the hands of our own councils, to reap 
that roifcry which always is produced by 
felly and impiety. 

Let us alfo retrench in die confumption 
of wheat as much as we can. Let every 
mafter of a family fct the example himfelf, 
and explain the neceffity of this reduction 
to thofe of his houiehold. ‘There are yet: 
many months before the barveft comes: the 
crops of the two laft years were not larger 
and the granaries of Europe were exhaufted. 
A large part of the produce of laft year is 
returned to the earth again as feed com, 
with the hopes of abundance. All thefe 

things 
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things prove the abfolute necellity of con- 
hdcrabk reduftions, that we may ■weather 
this ft onn, that we may eke out the re- 
mainder of our provifian, and thus it may 
laft us until the appointed weeks of the baroqfl. 

Let, then, the lore of Christ conftrain 
us to % make this reafonaWe facrifice to the 
general welfare of our country ; to the relief 
of the poor and the diftrcflcd. Wbetjoever 
ye do, do eU to the glory of Goo. Whatever 
your ftation in life may be, you know that 
it is your bounden duty to prevent all the 
mifohief, to do all the good, you poffibly 
can. 

Do not fay that this is a mere trifle, that 
you are only one among millions, and there- 
fore it may be fafcly disregarded. The good 
effect to be expe&ed is from the union and 
the perfcverance of numbers. Every day 
much may be feved, therefore every day the 
means of tranquillity and comfort arc fe- 
cured. 

Perhaps you may be offended with foroc 
who either have broken a folemn engage- 
ment, or who will put no reftraint on their 
luxury and excels , but folloeu wet e multitude 

te 


Digitized by Google 



C 1* ] 

Jtr do nth Be thou faithful in that which is 
little. If we are guided by the- wifdom of 
eternity, we IhaU make- a conference of the 
whole- of our eonducfl, and we Ihall have 
so reafon to be a(hamcd of our choice. 

Let us then receive the friendly wamihg,. 
and learn to grow in heavenly wifelotn by 
repenting*- wherever we have done wrong ; 
by living^in a- ftate of conftant dependance 
on- God-;- by pnuftifipg a- daily felf-denial, 
on Chriftian principles; by adoring the 
Great Giver* while we receive his gifts 5 by 
making our- facrifices of temperance admi- 
sifter to the neceftities of others. Front 
temporal calamities we may derive fpiri — 
t-uai improvements The affli&ion which- 
diftreftes- the body, may purify and elevate 
the foul.. However it may appear to the 
eye of fenfe while fuffering under the chafe- 
tiling rod, yet f this we are certain, that 
there is a fuperabounding. good deligned, in 
the divine intent. Every judgment is di- 
retfted by mercy. Thy loving correlHons have 
made me great. Behold-, then, happy is the man, 
happy is the nation whom Goi> correftetb,. there* 
fore defpife not thou, tbe> ebaftening of the Alt- 

mighty : 
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mighty: for He maketb fore, and bindetb up ; 
He woundetb , and bis bands make whole: He 
Jball deliver tbee in fix troubles , yea in /even* 
there Jball no -evil touch tbee. In faminx He? 
Jball redeem tbee from death, and in war, from 
the power of the fword. 
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APPENDIX, 


[a] THE objections urged againft mixed 
Bread, feem to proceed from ignorance on 
the fubjedt, or a falfe benevolence. It is a 
certain fact, that the mod numerous and 
laborious parts of the community in Eng- 
land, Wales, Scotland and Ireland, princi- 
pally fubfift on barley, or oats, or pota- 
toes. 

[b] The number of horfes kept of late 
years may be confidered as an increafiog 
evil. They confume much of the produce 
of the ground. Oxen would anfwer all the 
purpofes of hard labour and agriculture j 
they confume much lefs, and are ufcful for 
man’s fubfiftence when their labour is over. 
The late tax on working horfes will prove 
a national benefit, if their number fhould 
leflen, and their place be fupplied in the 
plough and the team by oxen.— Men of 
diftinguifhed rank and fortune may have 
expenfxve amufements, but when we hear 
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of fame thoufands every year being fpent 
on one pack of dogs, it is but natural to 
fufpedt that there mull be much walle of 
food ; and furely we may lament when fuch 
a fum of money, if judicioufly directed, 
might find employment, and thus bellow 
comforts on numerous poor families. 

[c] See the order of the Privy Council, 
the Letter of the Archbiihop of Canterbury, 
and the unanimous Refolutions of both 
Houles of Parliament.— Extracts from his 
Grace’s Letter. ** From enquiries profe- 
cuted in every poifible way, and from the 
moll folemn and laborious invelligation of 
the fubjedl, there is too much reafon to 
believe, that the crops of wheat in the two 
lay years, have fallen for Ihort of what is 
Called the medium. No means have been 
left untried, no exertions Ipared, to make 
good the deficiency by importation. But 
the general failure of the crops, both on 
the continent of Europe, and in America, 
makes it impolfible to obtain an adequate 
fupply. Such is the real Hate of the cafe, 
which it can anfwer no good purpofe to 
difguife. And the inevitable confequence 

mull 
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mud be, if the confumption of wheat goes 
On at the ufual rate, that the whole dock 
of the kingdom will be exhauded long 
before thc next harved can be gathered in, 
or be even ripe for gathering. 

** To prevent a calamity fo much to be 
dreaded, there feems to be no refource or. 
remedy by any human means, but in a re- 
duction of the ordinary confumption of 
wheat by all families and individuals in the 
higher and middle clafles of life. By fuch 
a reduction a larger quantity will be left for 
the ufe of the indigent and laborious clades, 
who have not the means of procuring for 
themfelves other kinds of fudenance. And 
to fo fmall a facrifice of what may well be 
fpared, in favour and for the aid of thofe 
who cannot be deprived of it without ex- 
treme didrefs, what motive can be want- 
ing ? It will be praife-worthy in every view 
of morality, policy, and Chridian charity, 
and it will recommend us to the favour and 
protection of Almighty God, the creator 
and preferver of men, who alone can re- 
dore to us the bleflings of peace.” 

I find 
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J>] 4 find it the general wifli of all I 
Tiavc converfed with, that a Law fhould pafs, 
only allowing mixed Bread to be made with 
two thirds of wheat flour. While a finer 
fort is to be, procured, fome from obftrnacy 
or luxury will obtain it. NecelTity would 
jufHfy the meafunii which- -is - pUS-trculariy 
recommended to Parliament by the Common 
Council of the City of London, 

[Vj See the account of a very dreadful 
ftorm in Prance, July 13th, 1788. It pro- 
duced a local fcarcity, and this confiderably 
added to the embarralTments of Govern- 
ment. — Annual Regifter for 1789, VoL xxxi. 
p/29— 31. i 


FINIS. 
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Lately puhlijbed ly the- fame Author , 

SERMONS oo the following Svbjbctb 

The Abolition of the Slave Trade 
C onlidered in a religious Point of View. 

The Character of Mr. John Hen- 
Mason. 

The Origin and Importance of LiFfe. 

Christian Politics, or the Origin of 
Power, and the Grounds of Subordina- 
tion. 
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